Growing up in a household where my father was an active member of the labor union,
| have been exposed to the values of hard work, determination, and solidarity from a young age.
His involvement in the labor movement has not only shaped his professional life but has also
profoundly influenced my own aspirations, particularly in pursuing higher education. In this
essay, | will explore how my dad's membership in the labor union has positively impacted my
drive to further my college career.

Labor unions are built on the foundation of hard work and dedication. Witnessing my
dad's commitment to his job, his colleagues, the union itself, and the role of my father has
instilled in me a deep respect for the value of labor. From early morning shifts to late nights, he
has demonstrated the importance of putting in the effort to achieve one's goals. His work ethic
has served as a constant reminder that success is not handed out freely but is earned through
perseverance and diligence. My father being a part of the labor union has taught him the
significance of collective action. Through negotiations and advocacy, he has seen how unity
among workers can lead to better working conditions, fair wages, and improved benefits. This
collective spirit has not only empowered him in his professional endeavors but has also inspired
me to recognize the strength that comes from standing together with others in pursuit of
common goals.

Growing up, | have witnessed the challenges and obstacles my dad has faced as a
union member. He, himself making it clear that the labor is far from easy. From contract disputes
to navigating sites far from home, he has encountered numerous setbacks along the way.
However, what has always stood out to me is his unwavering determination in the face of
adversity. Rather than succumbing to defeat, he has always risen to the occasion, fueled by the
belief that positive change is possible through perseverance and resilience.

His ability to remain steadfast in the pursuit of justice and fairness has been a source of
inspiration for me, especially during my own academic journey. Whenever ive encountered
difficulties or felt overwhelmed by the demands of my upcoming college career, | would think of
my dad and his relentless pursulit of excellence despite the odds. His example has taught me
the importance of staying focused on my goals and pushing through challenges with unwavering
determination.

One of the core values of the labor movement is the belief in the transformative power of
education. My dad, despite facing his own struggles, has always emphasized the importance of
learning and self-improvement. He understands that education is not only a pathway to personal
growth but also a means of empowering oneself and creating opportunities for a better future.
His commitment to lifelong learning has had a profound impact on my own attitude towards
education. From a young age, he instilled in me the belief that knowledge is the key to unlocking
doors of opportunity. His encouragement and support have fueled my passion for learning and
have motivated me to strive for academic excellence.

Along with that, my dad's involvement in the labor union has provided me with unique
opportunities to engage with issues of social justice and equity. Through discussions and
community events organized by the union, | have gained a deeper understanding of the



systemic inequalities that exist in our society and the role that education can play in addressing
them. This awareness has further reinforced my commitment to pursuing higher education as a
means of effecting positive change in the world.

To conclude, my dad's membership in the labor union has had a profound and positive
influence on my drive to further my college career. Through his example of hard work, resilience,
and commitment to his job, colleagues, and betterment of the world as we know it. He has
instilled in me the values and principles that are essential for success both in my academic and
athletic career. His unwavering dedication to the labors union has inspired me to pursue my own
aspirations with passion and determination, knowing that with hard work and perseverance,
anything is possible. As | confinue on my academic journey, | am grateful for the many valuable
lessons and guidance that my dad has provided, and | am confident that his influence will
continue to shape my future endeavors,



