Advancing Nursing Education: Bridging Healthcare and Building Trades

As [ embark on the journey to advance my education and become a nurse educator, I am
reminded of the deep-rooted values instilled in me by my family's connection to the building trades and
union work. My father and father-in-law, both members of the electrical union, and my husband, who
transitioned from the electrical trade to a career in the Air Force, have shown me the importance of skilled

labor, dedication, and the power of collective effort.

Growing up in a household that valued the union's principles of solidarity, fairness, and quality
work, I developed a profound respect for the trades. These principles have significantly influenced my
approach to nursing and my aspirations as a nurse educator. The building trades and nursing, though
seemingly different, share core values that emphasize rigorous training, commitment to excellence, and

the essential role of mentorship.

My goal is to become a nurse educator to contribute to the healthcare field by training the next
generation of nurses. Nursing education is pivotal in shaping competent and compassionate healthcare
professionals. As a nurse educator, I aim to equip future nurses with the knowledge, skills, and ethical

grounding necessary to provide high-quality patient care.

The decision to pursue this path stems from my experiences in clinical practice, where |
witnessed the critical need for well-trained, adaptable nurses. The rapidly evolving healthcare
environment demands continuous learning and adaptation. As a nurse educator, I will have the
opportunity to influence and inspire students, fostering their growth and ensuring they are prepared to

meet these challenges.

The values of the union, which have been a significant part of my family's life, play a crucial role
in my approach to nursing and education. The electrical union's commitment to training and
apprenticeships is analogous to the rigorous training required in nursing. Just as electricians undergo
extensive education and hands-on training, nurses must also engage in comprehensive academic and

clinical training.
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Moreover, the union's emphasis on solidarity and collective action resonates deeply with the
collaborative nature of nursing. Healthcare delivery relies on effective teamwork and mutual support
among healthcare professionals. By fostering a collaborative learning environment, I can help future

nurses appreciate the importance of teamwork, much like the solidarity that strengthens union members.

By advancing my education and becoming a nurse educator, I hope to make a meaningful impact
on both the healthcare community and the broader community. Quality nursing education directly
translates to better patient care, which in turn benefits the entire community. My background, influenced
by the building trades and union values, uniquely positions me to bring a diverse perspective to nursing

education.

[ am committed to promoting the importance of vocational training and education, emphasizing
that both the building trades and healthcare are vital to a thriving society. Through my work as a nurse
educator, I intend to advocate for interdisciplinary collaboration and mutual respect between various

professional fields.

The Edwin Marsh Memorial Fund for Building Trades Scholarship represents an invaluable
opportunity for me to further my education and contribute to the healthcare field. The values of hard
work, dedication, and solidarity, deeply ingrained in me through my family's connection to the electrical
union, will continue to guide me as [ pursue my goal of becoming a nurse educator. By integrating these
principles into my teaching, I aspire to train future nurses who are not only skilled and knowledgeable but
also compassionate and collaborative, embodying the best of both the healthcare and building trades

worlds.

Thank you for considering my application. I am truly grateful for the opportunity to be considered

for this scholarship and for your time and effort in reviewing my essay.

Sincerely,

Ashley Leda Brown




